
Venue Updates - Otherworld 2023

Please note:  information in this update is not final

Laketown Ranch approached us about booking our 2023 dates for Otherworld, along with
information about how the site would be changing in 2023.

At our most recent Townhall, we recently discussed the outcome of our early conversations with
the Venue, including a suggestion of a late June booking and the restrictions they could entail.
Following that meeting, we met with the Venue on October 15th.

We are pleased to report that we have resolved many of the issues that were examined.

Accordingly. we now expect to

● operate Otherworld with permission and support from the venue to conduct burn
operations (weather permitting),

● operate over the whole weekend with Monday being exodus date,
● have access to space that will permit late night music performance,
● continue running Otherworld in June,
● no longer share the dates with another festival at the same venue,
● gain new space to replace the spaces that are no longer part of the campground site.

Date for Otherworld 2023:

Thursday June 8 to Monday June 12, pending a signed contract with the Laketown Ranch.

We expect to have Saturday June 3rd through Wednesday June 7th for setup dates.

Dates that are unavailable: June 22 to 25 and June 15 to 19, *Large Burns are very unlikely
to be permitted in the second half of June.

Where possible, we have tried to keep the 3rd weekend or the date near June 21st as our day
for OtherWorld. This is not possible in 2023.

June 15 to 19 has the lower site signed to Bluegrass, and they have already contracted their
artists and published dates. We cannot bump them.

June 22 to 25 is not available to us regardless of when we clear out. Laketown needs that
weekend for Laketown Shakedown setup.

June 29 to July 3 is not available to us because these are the dates of Laketown Shakedown.



Earlier dates in May/June are possible but not desirable due to temperatures and rain likelihood.

Important changes to venue area

These are the new areas we’ll have access to: the lower field and the secondary stage areas,
and the midway area located behind the main stage, the field campground, and the parking lot.

Lower Area, not including main stage

Note that this does not include rental of the main stage.

For orientation, “Green Sound” and “Dantes” were placed in the upper left hand corner of this
photograph in 2022.

The venue is willing to develop a pathway between the “Kentucky” arm (location of Green
Sound 2022). This trail is marked as a single red line. This pathway will be a forest trail with
elevation change.

The field and parking lot are depicted at better scale in subsequent photographs.



Additional space, “Field” campground + lower parking lot

New overall site map with areas not part of the 2023 rental hatched out



Laketown’s Site Map in 2022



Unavailable Areas

As depicted above, the right half of the campground (the Oort and Nyx sites) will not be
available to us in 2023. Instead, we expect to have the left campground area, and much of the
lower site.

Laketown Ranch is developing an RV park and applying for rezoning to develop a trailer park
with non-mobile homes that will occupy the zones labelled Oort and Nyx on past maps.

You may review Laketown’s zoning application and supporting documents here.

https://www.planyourcowichan.ca/laketown-ranch-rezoning.

The upper level campsite is decreasing from 25 acres of usable space (2019 map) to 9.5 acres
of usable space to make room for future construction plans outlined above.

The addition of the lower space makes it possible for us to run our event at our expected scale,
and to have late night music.

Split Level Sites

To support us operating a split level site, the Venue is willing to develop an 81 metre trail that
connects the "kentucky" arm of the large site where the effigy was, to the lower site. This helps
relieve the travel distance of the 230 metre road that otherwise connects the intersection
occupied by Dantes and the lower site.

The left edge of the lower field (near the parking lot) is a 25 minute walk from the upper site’s
shower area, with meaningful elevation changes. Careful design and development is required to
unify the experience, to minimize travel times, and to alleviate accessibility issues.

We are interested in solutions for low riding vehicles with ramps capable of transporting
wheelchairs and other attendees between the lower site and upper site that can be operated
continuously during the event. Please get in touch with us at info@kindlearts.ca if you are
familiar with or connected to operators and suppliers of suitable solutions.

Weather on June 8th to 12th

We have pulled rain records over a ten year period when Lake Cowichan Weather Station was
reliably reporting precipitation. Those are attached as a point of reference about what past years
at Laketown might have been like for us.

https://www.planyourcowichan.ca/laketown-ranch-rezoning
mailto:info@kindlearts.ca


Lake Cowichan Precipitation Tables
https://climate.weather.gc.ca/historical_data/search_historic_data_e.html

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

DAY Total Rain (mm)

01 † 23.6 4.8 0 2 9.4 5

2 † 33.4 4 1.8 0 0.8

3 † 0 0 0 0 1.8

4 † 0 0 0.4 0 0 0 1.2

5 † 0 0 0 0 0 0.4 2.6

6 † 6.6 0 10.4 1.6 0

7 † 0 4.4 4.6 0 0 0.4 3

8 † 4.8 0 0 0

9 † 0.6 0 0 0 0 2.8

10 † 0 1.4 0.2 0 0 16

11 † 0 1.6 2 0 0 2.6

12 † 0 0 9.6 1.2 1.6 0 4.8

13 † 0 2.8 0.2 0.2 0 1.4 1.2

14 † 0 0 0 0 0 11 0.4

15 † 0 0 0 0 0.8 31

16 † 0 0 0 0.6 0

17 † 0 2.2 18.8 0 0 0.4

18 † 0.8 0.2 0 0.8 2.6

19 † 4 0 0.4 6.4 2.2 0.4

20 † 0 0 5 0

21 † 0 0 0 0 0

22 † 0 0 0 0 15.4

23 † 0 1 14.6 1.2 0

24 † 0 17.6 8.4 3.2 0.6 10.6

25 † 0.4 8.2 0.2 0.2 0.2

26 † 1.4 0 10.4 3.8 0.8

27 † 1.6 0 5.8 0 0 0.2

28 † 0 0 3.8 0 1.6 0.4 0 1.2

29 † 1 0 7 0

30 † 4.8

Sum 70 24 43.4 87.2 23.6 6 46.2 46.8 43.6

https://climate.weather.gc.ca/historical_data/search_historic_data_e.html
https://climate.weather.gc.ca/climate_data/daily_data_e.html?hlyRange=%7C&dlyRange=1960-07-01%7C2022-09-07&mlyRange=1960-01-01%7C2007-02-01&StationID=40&Prov=BC&urlExtension=_e.html&searchType=stnProx&optLimit=yearRange&StartYear=1840&EndYear=2022&selRowPerPage=25&Line=0&txtRadius=25&optProxType=decimal&selCity=&selPark=&txtCentralLatDeg=&txtCentralLatMin=0&txtCentralLatSec=0&txtCentralLongDeg=&txtCentralLongMin=0&txtCentralLongSec=0&txtLatDecDeg=48.8249&txtLongDecDeg=-124.0546&timeframe=2&Day=1&Year=2010&Month=6#legend%E2%80%A0


Temperature records, Lake Cowichan Area

Remarks on Lake Cowichan Weather

https://weatherspark.com/m/351/5/Average-Weather-in-May-in-Lake-Cowichan-Canada#Figures
-PrecipitationProbability

Lake Cowichan is situated in a Csb warm-summer Köppen climate area with pronounced rain
and dry seasons.

The rainy season in Lake Cowichan begins on September 15 and ends on April 30.

Between April 1 and April 30, the probability of precipitation on any given day falls from 42% to
30%.

The quantity of rain in June in Lake Cowichan remains relatively static, with the probability of
precipitation declining from 21% to 19% between June 11th and 30th. July 1st to July 30th sees
a greater reduction of rainfall probability, which does not begin significantly increasing in
probability or quantity until mid-september.

Despite the declining rainfall figures in April, significant cloud cover remains throughout the
month of June, reducing the drying action of the sun until after Canada Day.


